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Preface 
THENATURE AND POTENTIAL importance to li-
brarianship of the topic covered in this and the preceding issue of 
Library Trends led to the decision to devote two numbers to it. In 
these pages, especially in the introductory material incorporating the 
statistical projections governing the growth and movement of the 
population of the United States during the next two decades, is one 
key to the future of American libraries. Here too is an evaluation of 
the probable effects of those demographic influences insofar as it is 
possible for a group of thoughtful, imaginative people to peer into 
the years ahead. Doing this has been for them a stimulating intellec- 
tual exercise but one fraught with difficulties hardly anticipated. 
The authors of the several articles which follow will disclaim, with 
vehemence, any imputation that they are soothsayers or prophets. 
Conscientious and responsible, they have guarded against uninhibited 
conjecture. Rather, sobered by the tremendous implications to Amer- 
ican librarianship of population increase and fluidity, they have tried 
to think out the possible and probable effects of this expansion and 
shifting upon the libraries of all types in this country. It is hoped that 
these reflections and prognostications, based upon the informed and 
expert opinion of competent demographers, will be useful to those 
responsible for the planning and development of libraries and library 
services. 
Immediately to that end these two issues on the demographic as- 
pects and implications of library service will be used as the working 
papers for an Institute on “The Future of Library Education” to be 
held in Cleveland, April 25-28, 1962, under the auspices of the Li- 
brary Services Branch of the U.S. Office of Education and The West- 
em Reserve University School of Library Science. It is planned that 
the full report of the discussions at this Institute will appear in a 
special issue of the Journal of Education for Librarianship, the official 
publication of the Association of American Library Schools. 
H.L. 
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